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Abstract: This article discusses the significance of the Sohrai festival

y in Santali society and its representation in Bengali-Santali literature.
Referring to Nalini Bera’s novel Tiriyo Arabanashi, it explains the popular Santali
proverb “Hati Lekan Sohrai,” which compares the festival’s grandeur and duration to
the size of an elephant. The study begins with an overview of the Santals—their
origin, language (Santali), and script (Ol Chiki), as well as their close relationship with
nature. It highlights the cultural importance of Sohrai as the largest communal festival
celebrated for five days. Each day of the festival-Um Maha, Bonga Maha, Khuntaw
Maha, Khunta Tot, and Jale Maha—is associated with specific rituals, worship, and
social activities. The festival includes the worship of deities and cattle, collective
feasting, dance, music, and community bonding. Literary references from Nalini Bera
and Mahasweta Devi illustrate the emotional and cultural depth of Sohrai in Santali
life. The article also reflects on the social values, unity, and cultural identity expressed
through the festival. Finally, it emphasizes the need to preserve Santali traditions
while maintaining social awareness and dignity in modern society.

Keywords: Sohrai Festival, Baha Festival, Santali Culture; Santal Community, Nalini Bera,
Mahashweta Devi, Tiriyo Arbnashi, Shalgirar dake, Santali Literature, Ol Chiki Script,
Indigenous Traditions, Folk Songs, Cultural Identity.
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