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'Sari Dharma Seren Puthi': From the perspective of a poetry
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Affiliation: Independent Researcher, West Bengal, India
Abstract: ‘Sari Dharam Serenj Puthi’ is a collection of Santali songs by Sadhu

’{5‘ Ramchand Murmu. The book, comprising two volumes, was published by Dr.

0 Sl v",, Dhirendranath Baske in 2013. Each song's title includes a reference to the traditional

o Lt
tune or ‘raga’ of Santali music. He was primarily a poet, but he is also quite renowned

as a playwright. In his poetry, he attempted to capture images of nature and the prevailing trends of
society and culture, while also conveying a message of breaking free from narrow confines. His songs
did not become ‘art for art's sake.” Although some older forms are followed in his songs, most of them
express the poet's profound thoughts. Through most of his songs, he presented traditional themes in a
new light. While he used traditional tunes as the ragas for his songs, these melodies were entirely his
own creation. He introduced a new trend by incorporating Baul melodies into Santali songs. Just as
Rabindranath Tagore, while maintaining the characteristics of Indian music, broke the orthodoxy of
traditionalists and introduced a new musical style, Sadhu Ramchand also broke with conventional trends
and molded Santali songs into a new form. Through the use of metaphors and symbols, his songs have
become poetic. He used songs as a weapon for public awakening. He tried to bring diversity to his
original compositions by incorporating traditional Santali melodies. The use of fluent language and
rhythmic embellishments has made Ramchand's songs highly expressive.

Keywords: Song collection, traditional, musical style, poetic, structure, 'art for art's sake', thought, public

awakening.
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“It is a loose usage which permits scholars to use the word in the sense both of

dance song and of lyrical narrative, in the same work; the ambiguity is

unnecessary. If ballad means something like dance song, or choral dance, or folk-
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dance accompanied by improvisation and refrain, the term ballad-dance is

tautological; for all ballads involve dancing. One wishes for more precision. But this
need not detain us here.”
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