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Abstract: The majority of the population in India follows Hinduism. The
° Hindu community is divided into numerous sects and sub-sects. While these
sub sects mfluenced one another, there are also historical instances of communal conflict and
animosity. The rivalry between the Vaishnavas (followers of Vishnu/Krishna) and Shaktas
(followers of Shakti/the Goddess) is historically famous, with many examples found in
medieval Bengali literature. The surge of Vaishnavism sparked by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's
influence largely subsided after his passing. During this period, the caste system began to
reassert itself within Vaishnavism. Consequently, people from lower social strata began
leaning toward Tantra-based practices. As the influence of Vaishnavism waned, Shakta
worship began to emerge prominently in society from the 17th century onwards. Amidst the
social and political turmoil of the 18th century, the Goddess Kalika manifested in the public
consciousness as an infinite, compassionate, and affectionate Mother—a supreme divine
refuge. Responding to the needs of the era, 18th-century Shakta poets like Ramprasad Sen,
Kamalakanta Bhattacharya, and Dasharathi Ray expressed the oneness of and Shyama

This harmonizing tendency is observed in the Panchali (devotional songs), Kobigan, and
even in Girish Chandra Ghosh's play, Jana. The seeds of monotheism, humanism, and the
socio-religious reform movements of the 19th-century Bengali Renaissance were arguably
sown in the 18th century. The Shakta Padavali serves as a true reflection of this transitional
spirit.

Key Word: Hinduism, Sectarian Harmony, Conflicts, Vaishnavism, Chaitanya Deb, Rise of
Shaktism, Religious Synthesis, literary synthesis, Ramprasad Sen, Kamalakanta
Bhattacharya.
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