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| Abstract: The Vaishnava movement initiated by Sri Chaitanya created a strong

devotional culture in Bengal’s social and cultural life. After his time, the movement

split into two streams: the scholarly, Sanskrit-based theological Vaishnavism
centered in Vrindavan led by the Six Goswamis, and the popular kirtan-based Vaishnavism in Bengal
promoted by Nityananda, Advaita and other associates of Chaitanya. In the sixteenth century, preachers
like Srinivas Acharya, Shyamananda Das and Narottam Das Thakur helped connect these two traditions.
However, from the late seventeenth century the movement declined due to weak leadership and the
rise of Sahajiya sects. By the nineteenth century, Vaishnavism faced criticism from colonial writers,
missionaries and educated elites, who accused it of moral degeneration. In response, reformers such as
Kedarnath Datta (Bhaktivinoda Thakur) and Shishir Kumar Ghosh attempted to revive Gaudiya
Vaishnavism through publications, organizations and reinterpretation of Chaitanya as a historical and
cultural figure, thereby restoring its respectability and influence in Bengali society.
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“Vaishnavism was almost abandoned by the educated section of the people. Its

literature was hardly read. Kirtana (ritual congregational singing) was looked down upon
not as a form of prayer, but as means of gratification by people of loose morals. Most of
the Vaishnava followers of the period lost their high standard of morality; they ceased to
love asceticism, intellectual superiority and devotional favour which were the main

characteristics of the previous Vaishnava masters.””
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“Two persons in ten, of the whole Hindoo, population of Bengal are supposed to

be followers of chaitanya.” *
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“Vaisnavism is the religion of the people of very lowest description that

encourages and indiscriminate and most licentious mixture of sexes.”
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"The utmost that can be said in favour of chaitanya, spiritual he looked upon the

illicit amours of krishna in a spiritual sense, and that he never meant that they should
be imitated by his followers for the gratification of their sensuality  to suppose that he
never could anticipate the result's which are now found to arise out of the cult that he
inculcated, is the height of absurdity” ®
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