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Abstract: Women education in India during pre-independence era was a

social revolution in India. India’s glorious past in women education during Vedic period faced a
number of barriers during medieval period such as religious orthodoxy, child marriage and other
social restrictions. The great thinkers of Bengal like Raja Rammohun Roy, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
etc. took the initiative to educate the women of the society and a number of female schools were
established. They received tremendous support from the Western thinkers like John Drinkwater
Bethune, Reverend May, William Carey etc. Woods’ Despatch in 1854 and Hunter Commission’s
Report in 1882 advocated for the spread of women education in India. Renaissance in Bengal was a
mark of advancement in the then Indian society and it enhanced the women education not only in
Bengal but in the several corners of the nation. Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule were the
pioneers of women education in Pune. Princely states in India also took the great initiative to
establish female schools in their respective states and territories like Nizam of Hyderabad and King
of Baroda. Gradually during pre-independence era women education in India proliferated from school

education to higher education including technical and medical education sectors.
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