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Abstract: Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a social and religious practice in which

part or all of the external female genitalia is partially or completely removed. In certain

religious communities around the world, this ancient practice continues to persist as a
cultural tradition. Various justifications are often put forward in its support, such as
maintaining the cleanliness of the female genitalia, preserving good health, safeguarding virginity, preventing
adultery, making women suitable for marriage, and creating sexual aesthetics. Among the many forms of gender-
based violence inflicted upon women, this is one of the least discussed and remains largely unknown to many. A
crucial question therefore arises— is FGM merely a religious ritual or a traditional cultural practice, or does it
have a hidden alliance with patriarchal power discourse, through which women’s sexuality is controlled through
brutal and barbaric means? One of the central objectives of this research is to explore the answer to this
question. Moving beyond conventional socio-economic analysis, this study seeks to reinterpret FGM through the
theoretical frameworks of Biopower proposed by Michel Foucault, Necropolitics proposed by Achille Mbembe, and
various strands of Feminist Theory. This research paper is primarily based on secondary data. Information has
been collected from reports, research articles, anthropological accounts, and relevant books published by
international organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, and the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). The study follows a qualitative research methodology, aiming to analyze the complex
social, cultural, and political dimensions of FGM within a theoretical framework. Ultimately, this research
challenges patriarchal biopower and calls for liberating women from the shadow of necro-tradition, advocating
for the protection of their bodily integrity and fundamental human rights.
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AR @9 @8 AT JACe G [fen ANfeE WRiAvE TP M AT [ IS
TAE eF (@ R @F3 NH, O ARG (HRTETS IR IR IO ASIE
(@S9 ) M 3fre @ ST TS @pifetE ANEDT F402 |
R[S VLA FGM (IIREAT J2e Trw:

IS 32.¢ @I (125 million) (R ¥3 T GAfowe TRR | TA% IO [P Ca WS
ABF ACGE WY AFe 9 WifFw @, Irwar, 3afe s ¢ 3ree [ o
wofb (AT FNATF 20 @B (200 million) AFEOI-FAT AT FFT 21 (1C2 (United Nations
Children's Fund, Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: A Global Concern 3)1 @3 fRy
20 A G2 e T@ell Y I YRSl @ it (6 9t [ awfaas-srs! [y
@I A TFOR FAE AT FOG N PR, S 2w @I AR @42y T
T A TIHE @3 Y Yemg TR elfs fmiReie topifoe Jeerel (qrd e siwdle
ey YA TIFCOl | TS WG IR AIAN-MIUHE AT FAC eS¢ ¥olest (@orz 1 7S
AFIe G dfe@E Qo2 Tfete kT Tifssied e s2ie SeMeTe | A< &,
a0y ar 2o @I I A< FACAR A [feT SFFe! 7 (@06 WR 1 050 HACE G Feyl o
Yo @ ("@ErR KT &AM | AT Thee FIRR, wwo AR WG Y (A TG AR
oS 731 Face | oM @ & Ok (@ oifOre FE FACR, ©IF (5 4 &4 WO FACS I | GBI
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Gifosje (AR FCACR, AR QIFICH SLfHF A 7o) SR 1 NAAMGHCIT T | 2053
AiE «ft e @ @I @ogrEms i T FeeTEd afsrwe @ =W, [ey vo oo
T OFEGT T WFF 1 G 38 (I 8o Y TR FGOT FACN 2eaez | i ey
@t b (@I TG TN FAE AR | GRT TFATEIS o & qIHF ATFEGAN I
I | AfSTEMET IS @ =W, AFFR optetER g enifer, BN, f&fs, i, e e
Nfeice TRpE @ TRNE K& FACT W1 @A G Tw, TEEIY AFH @2 AW ALFD,
fRRiefgIRITerE TCel AN FAC MR A RFosad @fEn 2o i TEe TS
Mo T T2 ("@TTR VA L&) | WNEALPS THRVHNEE (9w, ofS =T AW dwo
fifezm (o @) I @ @ &4FF (B1290-3,2,0,8) @E [Ffowaen Fwiw 2= 4
@ Rpoad pUed TFAIATH oTeq | ©iF FIAE IRy @y SrieeTel @
0% Sifosjters g @il ©2f<e (UNFPA- United Nations Population Fund) @fe q29 v
@FFA Y qro wewfes € @am [pfowacdd @t Gereast A *= Feaeerel
21 @Rl SR ("9S Sesiies wikr eat g ) |

o0b T A G [pfe FAIeaed TCGTGF49-TSFEF @Y FI b1 2T 79
AT IR TFEOZHS-UF TSR, & Q0 TF R AR [Foead afotdy ¢ T
AR @2 FCARA | RIS, 8y e WIF B SEHEs il TR *AAL SAANCE (el
IEERA AR G2 [REE FGOTOREE IS NG a1 283 @ifs Ifes i e 2wz
TS BB IR, &AlT 53,000 WS FAIH G2 3,953,000 TEW ¢ TRV a1 93 (oo
A IH FACS TS A=A (World Health Organization, "Strengthening Alliances") |

AT B o W Gl a% fCAf@e=T @eEas 3w (free) A<zt
GH G- SRRl 2l AET TIFACE 2050-9F M U2 TR LT T=y (@ eifEty
3Tl W3 Awewel fafve Faiw e e | 68 9@ @i #9196 eimi— @3 o 97 @il
(Mo eifsfaae =6 beecg, MW ARG TroR TIfF FCF 1| TSHETE (UNICEF) 2058-99
OFo AfSTaMe Trrel AP T

"if there is no reduction in the practice between now and 2050, the number of

girls cut each year will grow from 3.6 million in 2013 to 6.6 million in 2050. If nothing is
done, the number of girls and women affected will grow from 133 million today to 325

million in 2050. However, if the progress made so far is sustained, the number will grow
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from 133 million to 196 million in 2050, and almost 130 millions girls will be spared this
grave assault to their human rights" (United Nations Children's Fund, Female Genital
Mutilation/Cutting: What Might the Future Hold? 4).
FGM-43 SIS (215 ¢ WA iR
OIATS IO ATGAN Wam F@ (@I [T W29 @2 (FGM/C Research Initiative; Drishti
IAS) | 2039 T AN @6 936 Gxd e (Predes) MEe 9 =7, T 93 AT [
FAF WK AR WA Q3 FATOR AR AL FAFS i) TNeAd A J& FA1 27
(FGM/C Research Initiative) | 03¢ TR TCSHCE, AN &FI6a [pReAfe [fe, qog @ ==,
TR AN Mf0® (@2, GO SEETAT GIRG TNE @«fEre-a Aiedd Fa1 Pz Qs-ag
AfcafFre (F®m 8 W3 TFARE @ wifs @ (Outlook India) 1 Ff*ta e =7, wiewm
@A MRS &l 4% € FAGEI® Y (A do IBI T €3 AF MFF 29 (Outlook
India) 1 64t e mel =0 @, qwfaas T weifae (T e 931 @32  ft SRS
FfYTT GFIfgF GNifers afgda oo F@— 8 7 A (AT AfEF4), s¢ 72 @ (fereera
fofare aaw), & M2 49 (TR ¢ JfETe T AGFF) 92 ¢ 72 99 (¥¥7 FdTe)
(Sharma and Indurkhya; Outlook India) ! «ft TFe e @I @, 93 A4 FTEN WA, 00,
TGOS TIFE WA G2 WGEIOF FCHAC OO 23S ALALFS! o169 I (Outlook
India) FIfA (15 REAIAT @3 NN ASAEASIE WG 21 TAPT @ AcEH A IE @+
@, (FEAT TN G FfF— [ @ e S 8 TImE SiEFd— aeq
3@ ("Day 2 Arguments") | SFEA g f[qoeife Ao g T8 I @, 93 g7 "o
AT SO AR ("Day 2 Arguments") | SRAGIEAN 9IRS IE ¢ @, «F7 Tl
A AuEed 9¥q @i FERIEE IR0 qFfaas JaFFs T ("Day 2 Arguments") |
MO ST R (, (IR ARG I ©Ire (AW AT FACS RGO TR, ©Ita
STATEPr® FF AP (MSAN =W ("Day 2 Arguments") |

AR NCo! FRAGASTE S-TAATE ez 8 Aol Jfad ML G2 ACHAATE =Gt
AR | ITEICE Areifos IXT afstame siree aTfaa-a4iq @meid offsn aeee =
e, Reaewdl T IE9 @ oOgenz G e FES (et @3 g9l abfae (Sahiyo;
UNICEF Data) |

Jfeu:
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q© SiEf Te (G MG G TAGT A QA8 TR * -2 [BF FA02 | T, WA
Tolfgd @ AR TRV AFhes SAFFORIMA (Cultural Relativism) Ie @RE qwfaas-
@ OMR afoyy @ MFFeF ©e* I TH FACS b | ORCOA WCH @A TRWRF CHF@S 4R
FAToN IFEre AR YACF THA (b8 Tl T, TAWS WEA® ¢ TSN e @ @, «fp
TN SRR e 97 (Sharma and Indurkhya; "Day 2 Arguments") | 42 o\Geli*t@
AN GFEAN-F vy GO AeFRes del RoR T, IR Procfae wwel IO @
epigfae AT e 2T Fesad Tae 68 TR | PRI ARG AW (L, Freied
frgeg M9 @Tel ¢ GRAEE YA ¢ fEEd $@ 9B A, T 8 oFEd i
SIS #FE 2T (O 1 AHH (e (1R efGae e oFsie s S e,
@A @2 fFREe Yo A0 el (T G2 THmE GRe To'-9 AT B weifae
T VI TP € &TF &TF A QH-NANE Ty 2 @ P97 efemg w927
A | AERM ©og 93 [esed @3B weifae WA @t 3@ @t vy ProstEs TR T
T, IR AR FEE' e biee FaR e #AMvw wiwiee it war 1 ot g\
THmE e, ©ire 2fSrid 2eRp G eime e e AT wens Fge (|
T e, S fefq, Fene «F Tmfe— ¥3 TN AN FEERT @, (I =3
I et 7871 ORTSH WY ARG @ HAfeAH TR RI=A, FOTI 6 TR (@od
AT O3 I49 AR [RFra Al e (o I8 19TFHAT 5 I IFq 72 29 Proefas
JCAANGARACE BT Pl 3R (TFHARAGEE @B TRRIW T AN GO 1 G &) ATAE:
& FA @ TEMER AR IE I, N8 ANGT @Omd e FE 9R [T
Wbl Cofd 0 WHGIN-F ©iF Acghes fofe e fifvey a1 Az ¢ e =1eh
ITFFAT-GF ATS! LN IS @3 #[ted @fitm vl TwreRe |
& WO M WIEE TR A@e Wve T @2 It [eEd Sneew wie |
OO MIILIET 38, ¢, 8 ¢ T L&l GR AFCN HEEH N QF QAN
oY RO fofere 3 FUR AZT 2o o |
< BT 1w aTFfea-RE® ImEaE Ted- 82 RS ANEnae S wiEEna
T @32 +Fowl favifte (Ffehigs 9N OFeas) [FEra EHE 26 |
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frgerEd U3 TR Tb Siere T IR AR 5 Ao W' el Fpfs #iiq, e
forere forgeifas @I '@H-IF' ¢ (NFHICHTTT Qe Jo' 22 AFET— U8 AT
Ted Qe ISR TS WorwNe, 58 TTAWE FOFT AR (<1, alfistarg 78 |
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