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'Autobiography of an Educated Prostitute': Manada Devi's
Social Studies
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Abstract: The first edition of Manada Devi’s autobiography ‘Ek
Shikkhita Potitar Atmocorit’ (The Autobigraphy of an educated
prostitute) was published in 1929 and soon it became imensly popular. This book was
undoubtedly fresh in its content and perspective. It snatched the attention of the
readers for offerinng a truthful and detailed account of the mysterious indoors of
brothels from the pen of a beautiful, educated woman from an afluent and uppercaste
family of Kolkata. Manada Devi claimed that she wrote this book for the welfare of
the socitey and therefore she dedicated it to the youngsters and social reformers of
Bengal. In addition to telling her own story, in this autobiography, she criticized
various norms and trends prevalent in society, and, based on her own experiences,
she wanted to warn social reformers in Bengal, and especially guardians of girls,
against indulgence in the relaxation of social norms in the name of liberality and
progressivism.
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