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Abstract: Childhood has long been a significant thematic concern in modern Bengali literature

especially during the early twentieth century. It is when writers such as Bibhutibhushan

Bandopadhyay shaped a powerful tradition of child-centric narratives and this literary lineage
finds a compelling continuation in the novels of Anil Gharai (1957-2014), where childhood and adolescence frequently
occupy the central narrative space. Gharai’s fiction presents child and adolescent characters not merely as passive figures
but as expressive voices through which the author articulates both the spoken and unspoken realities of marginalized
communities. Through sensitive characterization, the novelist artistically foregrounds the emotional world of children
while simultaneously situating them within the broader social realities of deprivation, displacement, and inequality. In
the aura of his narratives come an aesthetic picture of child-society as a part of the marginalized folk represented by the
depiction of ordinary occupations and marginal professions—such as swineherds, cobblers, weavers, beggars, tramps,
scavengers and small labourers—further contributes to a realistic portrayal of everyday rural existence. The children
characters presented through Anil Gharai’s narratives are not a whimsical exposition; but an arrangement of his deep
and empathetic survey of the then penury-oriented rural society.

The impeccable child characters such as Nonai in “Nunbari” (1991), Arjun in “Mukuler Gondho” (1993), Logon in
“Banabasi” (1994), Kusuma in “Dourbogarar Upakhyan” (1997), Babla and Bele Dutta in “Jonmodaag” (1999), the depiction
of Kakmara children in “Neel Duhkhher Chobi” (2001), Bhanua and Kusum in “Pata Othar Din” (2002) are exquisitely
unrivalled in the arena of history of Bengali Literature who embody the emotional and ethical core of his narratives.
Through these character portrayals, Gharai constructs a powerful literary archive of marginal childhoods that reflects the
realities of social inequality while also emphasizing human compassion and endurance. His fiction therefore represents an
important contribution to the tradition of social realism in Bengali literature, highlighting the ethical responsibility of
literature to give voice to the unheard and marginalized.
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