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Abstract: The common masses became victims of the power-hungry mentality of leaders over a long
period. By instilling religious sentiments (Hindu and Muslim faiths) and breaking down social relationships
between people, these leaders succeeded in deeply embedding the idea of "Hindustan-Pakistan" into the
very marrow of the populace. Therefore, even though the British handed over the administration to Indians,
the common people did not attain true freedom. Instead, millions were rendered destitute by this Partition; a curse descended upon
their fates. Even many aristocratic Hindus had to leave their country with nothing but the clothes on their backs and become slum-
dwellers in India. They had to lose their kin. As for the plight of the common lower-class Hindus, there was no end to it. That chapter
of poverty, insult, and humiliation was so tragic that an epic novel could have been written about it, but it wasn't. There are many
reasons why it didn't happen. No significant movement was organized against the Partition either. The conspiracy of Partition was
executed at a time when most people had no time to think about it; "Independence™ was the most important thing to them then. Those
Bengalis who did not have to migrate did not personally experience the pain and agony of displacement, so they felt no obligation
toward it. However, the number of writers and literati who did personally experience migration was not small. Yet, the volume of
literature on this subject remains relatively low. Muslim writers from East Bengal wrote some literature about Partition. Some writers
from Western India produced works in English, Urdu, and Hindi. But despite the abundance of fiction writers, poets, playwrights, and
essayists in West Bengal, the tragedy of Partition and the refugee problem did not find much space in their writings. Did this massive
disaster of the Bengali Hindus silence them? In reality, there might have been restrictions. Many inhibitions, hesitations, and fears
were at work in the minds of the writers. Avoiding those, whatever literature was produced in Bengali regarding the experience of
Partition mostly spoke of the upper and middle-class refugees—those who were landlords, lawyers, solicitors, doctors, or teachers in
East Bengal. But literature about the lowest strata of refugees and the insecurity of their lives was hardly written at all. Those who
wrote about Partition were from the middle-class Hindu Bengali society. The lower-class Bengalis had not yet advanced in education
at that time; therefore, despite suffering the most wretched conditions, they could not document this tragic history themselves. In the
creative works of the middle-class intelligentsia, the refugee crisis and the consequences of Partition appeared indirectly in many
places, but perhaps they hesitated or faced obstacles in portraying that terrifying time directly and openly. Amidst all this, the stories
of lower-caste Hindus found a place in only a few instances. | am attempting to discuss the few mentions that exist in literature
regarding the pain of this class of people.
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