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Abstract: Although Al Mahmud (1936-2019) is primarily known as a poet, his
short stories present a distinctive imagery of the female body. In stories such as
PanKouri'r Rokto (The Blood of the Cormorant), Kalo Nouka (The Black Boat),
Rokoner Shopnodola (Rokon’s Dream-Swing), and Jolbeshya (The Water Prostitute), he places women

and nature in parallel, exploring the psychological dimensions of biological desire and sexuality.

In PanKouri'r Rokto, the writer merges the body of the newly married Adina with the image
of a black cormorant, where the freshness of both woman and nature blends with the longing of
virility. In Kalo Nouka, Rasu finds the image of his deceased wife Sati in the naked body of his
daughter-in-law Kali, reflecting the complexities of human relationships and the subconscious mind.
In Rokoner Shopnodola, multiple female bodies appear in Rokon’s dream and merge like strokes of
an artist’s brush to form a colorful canvas, where the female body in its uncovered form becomes a
unified work of art. Similarly, in jo/beshya, the body of a prostitute is portrayed as mysterious and
transient, much like a river.

In Al Mahmud’s short stories, the female body is not merely an object of desire; rather, it becomes a
symbol of life’s vitality, a reflection of nature, and a medium for the writer’s artistic expression. In
his writing, the female body serves as a central element for revealing the biological and
psychological depths of human life.

Keywords: Al Mahmud, Short-stories, Women-self, Women-body, Imagery, Biology, Sexuality, Nature,
Aesthetics, Psychology
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