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Abstract: This paper examines the Shastrabirodhi movement and the
short stories of Ramanath Ray as a major turning point in modern
Bengali literature. Literary movements often emerge by rejecting
established conventions and opening new paths for artistic expression; in this sense, the
Shastrabirodhi movement of the 1960s played a significant role in transforming the form and
philosophy of the Bengali short story. It challenged traditional narrative structure, realism, plot-
centered storytelling, and accepted literary values. At the centre of this movement stood
Ramanath Ray, whose writings combined formal experimentation, psychological depth, irony,
fantasy, absurdity, and social criticism. His stories moved away from conventional causality and
instead explored fragmented experience, loneliness, alienation, political anxiety, and the
instability of modern life. Through works such as Kankar, Selai Machine, Tinterlar Ghar, 34-
24-36, and Phire Elen Mahadev, Ray portrayed the tensions of everyday existence while also
exposing corruption, emotional isolation, the collapse of values, and the oppressive nature of
the state. His use of fantasy and magical realism did not distance literature from reality; rather,
it created a sharper mode of engaging with social truth. Therefore, Ramanath Ray’s short fiction
not only represents the spirit of the Shastrabirodhi movement but also establishes a distinctive
literary vision that reshaped Bengali short story tradition.
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