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Abstract: Syed Mustafa Siraj is a unique architect of Bengali fiction, whose

writings serve as a living document of the soil and the folk life of the people

of Rarh Bengal. This analysis explores the influence of folk culture in the
weaving of his narratives, specifically through the lens of three of his timeless stories: ‘Gachta
Bolechhilo’ (The Tree Had Spoken), ‘Saaj Bhese Geche’ (The Costume Has Washed Away), and
‘Goghna’ (The Cow-Killer). Siraj did not merely present factual data on folk culture; rather, he
transformed folk beliefs, rituals, and folk arts into the central conflicts of his stories.

In ‘Gachta Bolechhilo’, a complex equation of human fear and political power is revealed
through a blend of folk myth and magical realism. In ‘Saaj Bhese Geche’, the non-communal artistic
spirit of rural folk—expressed through Alkap (folk theater)—is depicted alongside the tragic and
endangered state of folk art within modern administrative structures. On the other hand, the story
‘Goghna’ masterfully describes folk medicine, superstitions, and the deep spiritual bond between the
agrarian community and their livestock—an ancient and primal human foundation of folk culture.

Overall, this discussion proves that Syed Mustafa Siraj’s writing is not just a portrayal of rural
reality, but a profound socio-anthropological narrative of a thousand-year-old flowing folk culture,

where nature, faith, and the cries of marginalized lives converge.
Keywords: Folk Culture, Syed Mustafa Siraj, Folk Belief, Rarh Bengal, Folk Theater, Marginalized
Life, Endangered Heritage
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