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Abstract: The name Tarapada Roy (1936-2007) immediately brings to mind a humourist or writer of light
and witty prose. However, his literary contributions were not limited to humorous writing alone; he moved
freely across the worlds of short stories, poetry, novels, travelogues, and essays. A naturally witty writer,
humour appears effortlessly in his stories, and he was a skilled artist in presenting a bitter irony mixed with

] playful satire. He was born in Elasin village of Tangail town in British India (present-day Bangladesh). After
passing the matriculation examination from Bindubasini High School in East Bengal, he moved to Kolkata in 1951. He completed his
graduation in Economics from Central Calcutta College (how Maulana Azad College). For some time he worked as a teacher in a
school in Habra, North 24 Parganas, and later joined government service. After leaving Bangladesh at the age of fifteen, he never lived
there permanently again.

Various political, social, and economic events of his time deeply influenced both him and his writings. The devastating
memories of the Second World War, the Partition of India, the refugee crisis, communal riots, and the Bangladesh Liberation War
remained with him throughout his life. At different times he recalled these traumatic experiences, and evidence of this can be found in
the stories written in the twenty-first century. The perspective through which a particular individual at a particular time observes one
or more events or experiences is unique and irreplaceable; as time or the narrator changes, the expression of the same event also
changes. The same is true in the case of Tarapada Roy.

The story “Golapi Ronger Dinguli” (The Pink-coloured Days) carries a touch of romanticism in its title, but in reality the
writer portrays the poisonous days of Bengali life affected by the Second World War and the Great Famine. In the four-part story
“Bholanath,” the turbulent period of two world wars, the independence movement, Partition, communal riots, and the Bangladesh
Liberation War is depicted; the characters Bholanath and Sangram Sen seem to stand as witnesses to how people had to struggle to
survive and to keep others alive during those times. The reflection of the 1971 Liberation War can also be seen in “Kansar Gelas.”
Here the author weaves the story of a middle-class salaried man’s lifelong dream of owning a house and the eventual shattering of that
dream. Though humorous on the surface, the story contains layers of the history of a particular time.

In these stories, beneath the veil of humour, the uncertainty and insecurity of middle-class life, the humiliation of refugees,
the instability of employment, shattered dreams, the small joys and sorrows of everyday life, the crowd and narrowness of urban
existence, and the fearful psychology of ordinary people in the background of communal tension are clearly portrayed. The writer’s
own psychological tragedy of losing his “home” creates a sense of hidden pain beneath satire. Colonialism, Partition, war,
dictatorship, and mass movements together shaped a complex social reality. Tarapada Roy’s short stories stand as sharp and humane
documents of that changing time. His writings do not contain direct political slogans; rather, they present the deep impact of socio-
political realities through subtle artistic expression, revealing the underlying tragedy and irony of circumstances.

Keywords: Short story, contemporary context, Second World War, famine, Partition, communal riots, Liberation War.
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