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Abstract: This research paper examines the profound ecological discourse in

Kinnar Roy’s significant Bengali novel Brahmakamal (2009) through the lens of

Ecocriticism. Moving beyond the traditional romanticized portrayal of nature, Roy
shifts the narrative toward a critical analysis of civilizational survival. The study focuses on the acute
existential crisis of the Saraswati River—specifically the ‘Bengali Saraswati’ of the Howrah-Hooghly
region—while exploring the systemic decay of vital waterways due to industrial effluents and human
encroachment. By integrating local riverine decline with global environmental threats like global
warming (supported by IPCC/WMO data) and biodiversity loss, the paper highlights Roy’s visionary
warning about the impending collapse of human civilization. Through the analysis of ‘eco-centric’
characters and the personification of the river as a ‘living entity’, this study underscores the novel’s
role as a powerful environmental document. The analysis concludes that Brahmakamal provides a
crucial ethical framework for re-establishing a sustainable relationship with the environment in the 21st
century.
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