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Abstract: Two distinct yet equally influential pioneers of Bengali
literature are Rabindranath Tagore and Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay.
Through their diverse literary works, they have portrayed not only simple
love, social complexities, and everyday experiences, but also the intricate psychology of human
character. At times this complexity is ennobled through simple and sincere friendship, while at
other times it transcends conventional social structures and moves along an endless path of self-
exploration.In this context, Tagore’s novel ‘Chaturanga’ (1916) and Chattopadhyay’s‘Srikanta’
(1917) are particularly noteworthy. The present discussion analyzes the interrelationships
among four characters—Sachish, Sribilas, Indranath, and Srikanta. On the one hand there is an
inward journey of self-searching, and on the other there is the offering of selfless friendship.
Both Sribilas and Srikanta interpret their lives through the personalities of their beloved friends.
Their sense of identity is largely shaped by the influence of Sachish and Indranath.In both cases,
it can be observed that extraordinary or seemingly “eccentric” characters like Sachish and
Indranath require companions such as Sribilas and Srikanta—simple and empathetic friends—to
help translate their intense personalities to the ordinary world. Therefore, in the novels
Chaturanga and Srikanta, the relationships between Sachish—Sribilas and Indranath—Srikanta
reveal a unique psychological dimension of friendship in Bengali literature. Through an analysis
of the psychological tensions, processes of self-exploration, and the depth of friendship among
these four characters, this discussion attempts to understand the underlying significance of their
interrelationships.

Keywords: Sachish, Indranath, Sribilas, Srikanta, Friendship, Hypnotic Attraction and Shadow
Companion, Self-exploration, Individuality and sense of identity, Psychological conflict
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