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Affiliation: Researcher, Essayist

Abstract: Salil Sen was a distinguished and powerful playwright, screenwriter, and
film director of the 20th century in the world of Bengali Literature. Although
primarily a director, he has also contributed in films as a lyricist and music director.
One of his most famous plays—on the theme of the Partition of India—is Darpan
(1960). The play chronicles events occurring both before and after the country
gained independence. The narrative revolves around a village in the Murshidabad district named ‘Ganda Gram’.
The play’s backdrop serves to illustrate the profound impact that the Partition—and the subsequent post-
independence era—had on the lives of ordinary people in India.

The play vividly portrays a multitude of events and scenarios, including the arrival of refugees,
epidemics,black marketing, the Second World War, flood, the reign of profit, the dire plight of the peasantry,
and the protests of farmers and working people, acts of vengeance, from village to town-from political leader to
farmer—anguish and communal riots of Hindu and Muslim.

The central focus of the play lies in a grocery shop located in the Ganda Gram area of Murshidabad
district, and specifically on Madhu—the son of the shopkeeper, Bishnu.

Following the attainment of independence,Shuvankar Babu of the esteemed party returned to Kolkata
after winning the election, never got back to Murshidabad. Madhu and his family had sacrificed their peace for

this party. Madhu lost his life in Kolkata riots while attempting to share his life problems. This is the story of
the plays.
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