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Abstract: The expression of nature-consciousness in literature is an important theme.

The beauty, charm, fragrance, and diversity of nature evoke various emotions in the

creator’s heart. These emotions, infused with poetic imagination, eventually assume

the form of poetry Although nature appeared in ancient and medieval Bengali literature, its treatment was
largely conventional. It was used mainly as a backdrop rather than as an independent subject. In the
continuous stream of Bengali literature, the nineteenth century marks a significant phase. During this period,
the Bengali mind and intellect awakened through contact with Western education, culture, and literature. A
new light entered the literary world. Themes such as nature, love, and society began to acquire distinct and
independent characteristics. In this era, literary pursuits were not dominated solely by male poets and writers;
women poets and authors also demonstrated nearly equal proficiency. From the middle of the nineteenth
century, a considerable number of women poets and writers emerged in the realm of Bengali literary culture.
Among them, the poets Prasannamayee Devi and Mrinalini Sen were particularly noteworthy. Although both
poets were once widely admired, they are now largely unfamiliar to contemporary readers. In their poetic
world, themes such as love, domestic life, grief and melancholy, social concerns and women'’s issues, spiritual
experience, and patriotic sentiment are vividly reflected. Yet nature remained one of their most significant
subjects. Like many other women poets of the nineteenth century, they regarded nature as an inseparable
part of their lives. Within the tender, affectionate, and soothing aspects of nature they sought refuge, while

its harsh and severe manifestations often filled them with fear and anxiety.

Keywords: Nineteenth century, women poets, natural landscape, affectionate, imagination, refuge, love,
melancholy, moonlight, birdsong.
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