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Abstract: Love is identified as the primary and most fundamental theme underpinning
the ballads of the ‘Mymensingh Gitika’. Although the subject of love remains constant,

the paths it traverses and the ends it seeks are not uniform; in some instances, it
manifests as a comedy of reunion, while in others, it unfolds as a tragedy of separation. The central focus of this
essay is the role and status of three young women—three maidens—within the realms of love and life. These
three women are Mahua from the ‘Mahua’ ballad, Chandravati from the ‘Chandravati’ ballad, and Lila from the
‘Kanka o Lila’ ballad. All three of these ballads depict the poignant consequences of love. In the tragic
denouements of these three love ballads, the heroines ultimately meet their deaths. Only Chandravati survives at
the conclusion of her tale; yet, her survival is akin to that of a living corpse. Mahua’s death is precipitated by the
collective interests of her nomadic ‘Bede’ community. Although Mahua valiantly struggled against adversity for
the sake of her love, a tender soul brimming with immense potential was ultimately extinguished. In the lives of
Kanka and Lila, it is societal strictures that stand as obstacles in the path of love; at the root of this conflict lie
the decrees of an orthodox Brahmin and the misguided beliefs of their spiritual mentor, Guru Garga. In the
context of the medieval era, these three women demonstrated heroism—not merely of the spirit, but of both
body and mind—thereby attaining the exalted stature of heroic women. Despite facing humiliation at the hands of
religious dogma, societal norms, and moral codes regarding their clandestine romances, they successfully carved
out distinct identities for themselves as women of exceptional individuality. While the tragic outcomes in the
lives of Mahua, Chandravati and Lila undoubtedly rendered their pursuit of independent love—and their very

right to love—vulnerable and helpless, their love was nonetheless elevated to a transcendent new plane.
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