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Abstract: During the first decade of the 20th century, Rabindranath Tagore emerged as

/g

educational reform began in Bolpur with the founding of the Brahmacharya Vidyalaya at Santiniketan.

a pivotal figure in the movement for indigenous education. His journey into

However, his mission gained intense momentum following Lord Curzon’s decision to partition Bengal—a move
designed to crush Bengali nationalism.

Tagore stepped into the fray not just as a poet, but as a devoted patriot and freedom fighter. Yet, his
approach to liberation was distinct; he distanced himself from the rigid tactics of both the Extremists and
the Moderates of his time.

A Unique Philosophy of Patriotism

Tagore argued that true patriotism was about more than just evicting the British. He believed:

True Ownership: A country does not automatically become "ours" just because a foreign ruler leaves. It must
be built and nurtured through the conscious effort of its people.

Educational Foundation: Real independence would only be possible if the nation embraced Swadeshi
education and promoted learning in the mother tongue.

Global Synthesis: His vision was a sophisticated blend of traditional Indian values and modern Western
thought.

From Personal Struggle to National Reform

Haunted by his own childhood memories of a "caged" and soul-crushing colonial school system, Tagore used
his literature, essays, and journals to advocate for a new educational model. He dedicated himself to designing
a system that honored India’s heritage and indigenous methods, driven by a profound and lifelong respect for
the native language.
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