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Abstract: This study examines the representation of exploitation,

deprivation, struggle and resistance of lower-class people in the short

stories of Ramapada Chowdhury. Although primarily known for
portraying middle-class life, Chowdhury's early stories vividly depict the
harsh realities of the'subaltern’, the paper explores how economic
inequality, social hierarchy, and power structures lead to systemic oppression. Through close
analysis of selected stories such as Manush Amanusher Galpo, Chandravasma,Imli, and
Varatbarsha, the study highlight the lived experience of poverty, displacement, and
dehumanization.The narratives reveal how lower-class individuals are often denied fair
wages, dignity, and basic rights, while being subjected to exploitation by dominant social
groups.However, alongside suffering, these stories also portray various forms of resistance
both explicit and silent through which the oppressed assert their identity and
humanity.Chowdhury’s concise yet powerful storytelling brings out the intensity of these
struggles without excessive dramatization.Ultimately, the paper argues that his works serve
as a significant literary documentation of subaltern voices, reflecting both the vulnerability
and resilience of marginalised people in modern Bengali society.

Keywords: Ramapada Chowdhury, Subaltern, Social hierarchy, Exploitation, Deprivation,

Struggle, Resistance.
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