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k Abstract: Ecofeminism is a social and political movement and an academic
: ¢ perspective that connects feminism with ecology. It is one of the major
strands of feminism. The French feminist Francoise d’Eaubonne first used
this term in her book in 1974. In this concept women are compared to nature. This ideology
protest against operession inflicted on both nature and women.Ecofeminist Maria Mies and
Vandana Shiva have connected women’s role with environmental movement.They believe
that women must play an active role in protecting the environment. Several poems and
novels by the famous Bengali writer Mallika Sengupta are example of ecofeminism. In
Mallika Sengupta’s poetry a close connection is established between women and nature.
Women are often represented as symbol of soil, river and fertility. However, this fertility is
continuously expolied by society. A central feature of Mallika Senguptas writing is her
strong protest against patriarchal society. An ecofeminist reading of her literature show that
she is not only feminist poet but also a voice for the joint liberation of women and nature.
Through her writings, she has paid tribute to the women of world who sacrificed their lives
to protect the environment. For this reason her works hold an important place in ecofeminist

discourse.
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