GFA B3 EKUSHER DHEU 1ISSN: 2454-7182
IMPACT FACTOR: 8.158
Web-link :http://ekusherdheu.in

92d (53 EKUSHER DHEU
O umanaens

I, AR @ FAFS REae Aewifes wmezs Pae-RRte s s (@wifie s, @)
An International Online Indexed Research Journal of Language, Literature and Culture covering Arts &
Humanities as a broad area (Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal, Quarterly)

The commodification of the female body and the shackles of poverty
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Abstract: Mahasweta Devi’s short story Breast-Giver (1977) narrates the
tragic tale of Jashoda, a destitute Brahmin woman who, in the face of
her husband’s disability and extreme poverty, turns her lactating body

into a profession. This paper offers a critical analysis of the story

through the lens of feminist theory and the sociology of poverty.
Employing the theoretical frameworks of Christine Delphy, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Amartya Sen,
Michel Foucault, and Lise Vogel, the study demonstrates how ‘professional motherhood’ transforms the
female body into a commodity, and how poverty makes this commodification inevitable. Jashoda’s
character becomes a symbol of the subaltern woman’s position within patriarchal capitalism. Her body
is reduced to a biological resource—worshipped as long as it remains productive, and silently discarded
once it becomes useless. The story deconstructs the conventional sacred image of motherhood, exposing
the brutal commercialization of women’s reproductive labour and the reality of ‘capability deprivation’.
The paper concludes that Breast-Giver is not merely a piece of literature but a document of protest,

raising enduring questions about the objectification of the female body and the chains of poverty.

Keywords: Mahasweta Devi, Breast-Giver, commodification of the female body, poverty, professional
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