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Abstract: Saikat Rakshit has written several short stories centered on the lives of

Dalits, among which “Ankshi” is one of the notable ones. In this story, we can see

a completely real picture of society in the Purulia district. By the people of the
highest strata of society, individuals like Magaram represent the Dalit, oppressed, deprived, and
proletariat classes who are constantly marginalized.

For mere subsistence, people like Magaram collect the cotton from the shimul tree using a
hooked stick (ankshi)—a seemingly trivial activity in society—and sell it to somehow sustain their
livelihood. Magaram has a family of five members. Running this family makes his life miserable.

Leelkamal and Nunu are his two children. To provide them with food, Magaram and his wife
move from one place to another carrying the ankshi. Through the family of Magaram, the writer has
depicted the condition of Dalit society in this story.

Keywords: Dalit life, Marginalized society, Oppression and deprivation, Rural Bengal, Shimul cotton
collection, Struggle for livelihood,
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