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Abstract: This paper examines the emergence and significance of Dalit literature in
Bengali literary discourse with a particular focus on the works of Nakul Mallik.
Dalit literature, as a distinct literary movement, articulates the lived experiences of
marginalized communities who have historically faced caste-based oppression, social exclusion, and systemic
injustice. Unlike mainstream literary representations, which often portray subaltern lives through sympathetic
yet external perspectives, Dalit writing foregrounds an internal voice rooted in lived reality, resistance, and
identity formation.

The study explores how Nakul Mallik’s short stories embody this transformative literary consciousness
by representing marginal lives not merely as victims but as active agents of resistance. Through close textual
analysis of selected stories such as Chashar Byata, Marichika, Bibartan, Neta, Shudrakanya, and Durga
Durgatikarini, the paper highlights themes of caste hierarchy, class conflict, state violence, gendered
marginality, and ideological disillusionment. The use of raw, unembellished language and regional idioms
further reinforces the authenticity of Dalit experience and challenges the aesthetic norms of mainstream
literature.

The paper also engages with theoretical perspectives of marginality and subalternity, particularly in
relation to questions of voice, representation, and agency. By situating Mallik’s work within broader socio-
political and historical contexts, the study argues that Bengali Dalit literature functions not only as a narrative of
suffering but as a powerful cultural and political discourse that reclaims dignity, asserts identity, and resists
hegemonic structures.

Keywords : Dalit Literature, Marginality, Nakul Mallik , Subaltern Studies, Caste System, Social Inequality,
Resistance, ldentity Formation, Bengali Short Stories, Cultural Politics
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