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Abstract: Bengali children’s literature developed through a gradual
historical process rather than emerging suddenly. Although often
associated with very young readers, Shibnath Shastri argued that it
should include readers up to 15-16 years, as prose literature is difficult for small children.
Before the nineteenth century, children’s literature in Bengal existed mainly in oral forms
such as folktales, rhymes, riddles, and ritual stories, which were collectively created and
passed down through generations.

Folktales were the most influential, featuring fantasy, adventure, and moral lessons that
shaped children’s imagination and values. Rhymes and lullabies helped develop linguistic
awareness through rhythm and sound. These oral traditions preserved cultural knowledge
and social values.

With the advent of printing and modern education in the nineteenth century, children’s
literature took written form. Fort William College played a key role in producing early texts,
followed by the Calcutta School Book Society and Serampore Mission, which published
educational books and magazines like Digdarshan. Madanmohan Tarkalankar made
children’s texts more engaging through works like Shishushiksha. This tradition reached its
height with Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, whose Barnaparichay combined simple language,
rhythm, and moral teaching, making learning both effective and enjoyable for children.
Keywords : Bengali Children’s Literature, Oral Tradition, Folktales, Rhymes and Lullabies,
Moral Education, Fort William College, Calcutta School Book Society, Serampore Mission,
Madanmohan Tarkalankar, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasaga.
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